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A>, In recent years, the ce-
Els ramic production process

has been revolutionised
by technological advances in the
field of automation. The new era
began with the introduction of
digital decoration, after which the
development of shaping plants
capable of producing extra-large
slabs in a continuous process has
increasingly driven the ceram-

ic sector towards the adoption of
Industry 4.0 principles. In this very
dynamic context, the finishing
process (rectification, semi-pol-
ishing, honing, satin finishing,
polishing and surface treatment)
is playing an increasingly impor-
tant role as it allows for the pro-
duction of materials with increas-
ingly sophisticated aesthetic qual-
ities. These operations have con-

|_ATEST TECHNOLOGIES @)
large sizes & panels

tributed to the development of
digitally-decorated tiles, as with-
out these processes large slabs
would have remained fairly unap-
pealing semi-finished products in-
capable of satisfying the needs of
an increasingly discerning market.
To keep pace with the devel-
opment of the market, Surfaces
Group has brought together sev-
eral outstanding players in the

field of grinding wheels, abrasives
and surface protection products
(Surfaces Technological Abrasives,
Adi, As Tools and No Coat) under
a single brand name. It plays a
crucial role in promoting the diffu-
sion of processes and know-how
in the field of ceramic finishes and
is capable of providing extra-large
slab producers with a highly-quali-
fied customised service.
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